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STATE CF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTi ENT lF LAW A?\TD PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONS TIvIER APP'AL'=
BO AMA C ETEN=N �R= ICED T _ Ey'' I -'HERS

THE M TTER OF THE L C \SE

OF

DAVID T. HELLER, V.M.D.

C P '' CTICµ 7 RYi � � VET�;KIiv,'
MEDICINE INT THE STATE OF

NEW JJERSE

r''ir^on j ye Acf i } n

This matter was opene to ti

CONSENT ORDER

State Board of Veterinary

Medical Examiners ("Board") follow-nq the Boards review oT a

consumer complaint died by Bridgett and Angelo Cordero on or about

June 20, 2007, concerning the veterinary services rendered by the

respondent, David T. Heller, D.V.M., to their eight (8 year old

male Shepherd mix, "Kennedy. " The Corderos alleged that Dr. Heller

engaged in negligence, and failed to properly diagnose the dog's

Condition.
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�'he lo' Taros ;J? csented

spital "r'�a�` e' S h ade" "
, on Mayl

!v'laiDl e
S had e _n11ilo.l

2,007 , where he was seen

Mi chele Leso, r.V .I . Kenned Presented with a its or r _ r inat i n9

Bl ood, ,ra Wi ng cc ur i nate/defecate , vom tin=o, and not eat_ng

Duurl no L_ . Peso' s examination of K_enned:, she found the "l adder to

be sensitive upon palpation, and Kennedy urinated durinc the exam.

Dr. Peso prescr i bed _ep_r.a ! exin and ord ered clood test--s .

200' r_ , er ca l led the

June 1,

!ed that K.en 1ed"v' s "'.�iood

tests showed a low ,platelet coun and advised that the`., wait

see the rred_ cat L' on --au s irn amen =�ccordina to the

compla int, Tha t p L e :_edy wa, e t 7� o , sc e.1n_nei to

siren at e, and not ea -_ i n c . owners __ tiller, on Cone 2.

2001, and explained that Cenned- looked worse and were told --o

bro lc hor n in for -rays.

On June 4 2007 Kennedy wa ad 1. teu t o Maple Shade foie

-rays. Dr. Heller t.. ' d the Corderos, an th e meal _al records n o t e

that the :-rays showed numerous bladder stones. There was no

mention in the record or to the owners of urinary tract stones. Dr.

Heller informed the Ccrderos: that bladder stones were a concern,

but that he wanted to wait to perform the surgery until Kennedy's

platelet count returned to normal, and prescribed a course of

sucralfate and prednisone for one week. The respondent did not

recommend or perform a catheterization of the dog. According to the

complaint, when the Corderos took Kennedy home the night of June 4,
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states mat -_11-1_72
- was t ie aS t Cie ai,; flu d ame fr Kennedy .

Thereafter, Kenned,,-s ccidi_ ticn ccnti niued t�:) deteri orate .

he Co' oS mai n ta i n that ey cal l ed Maple Shade three times on

ane and told a. recectlontst t mat Kennedy was not eating,

vomiting wa._er, and riot ri17a sng . These messages were alleg

+- Keller , ait oo g_'7 ~ie aiSnu tes thi s contention.

Further, on June Dr. Keller :spoke -o the owners hut maintains

t hat _hen i ever" mentioned Kennedy was having dif fic t �1a ion

C ag a � _ __ ,
trl�e -.�__̀ t

�
I' He� e r s nak e Vv i t I-i t`^ :e C .i '_ t i e r0 .. er i_ OGit an dr' t oJ f Q,

hem to ;ring Kennedy _o for fluids . Once ther- , the Cow deros -,Jere

_nst_-ucted on how to administer subcutaneous fluids and antibiotics

to the dog. Jr. Keller aga=r asserts that at no time did the

C;orderos mention that Kennedy was not `ur? nacing The dog was not
J

seen - Jr. Heller on this date.

The owners contend that again, on June 6, 29O. they.

called Maple Shade and spoke to a receptionist, e_plaining that

Kennedy was still not urinating and was vomiting green fluid. Dr.

Heb er maintains that he never received this message and that none

of his staff documented such a call. With Kennedy's condition

worsening, the Corderos brought Kennedy to Mt. Laurel Animal

Hospital ("Mt. Laurel") on the same day. There, following a second

x-ray, the owners were advised t hat the dog's bladder had ruptured

and they were referred to Veterinary Surgical and Diagnostic
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STJ C -4a .BLS .."_,.D. �r 1 fo emerc:- e n ,-- C U iJ.5.

Kennedy underwent surgery during vvh cI_ h-: s bladder was repalreu

necro :: ssue was removed, arrhd __u ds were __a ned. h_ennedv

stayed 1n L 1e hc ,s ital ao:r:
nc- mate o ne k ce) b fore I

di Scharr ed.

is

o Cat!,et r e potence a_l"r loo ed bog ai1C

The Board, followii!'s 1: ,s re`r e�ti of the -pati ent records

and other relevant documents In this matter, has co ncluded. ha t Pr .

Helfer e_ raged iii r epe ated a cts cf ecI i._en in It :s
care and

treatme__L of Kennedy, i n Vlclation c T J z _5:1-�1 in L at- r

he: 1, failed properly read and i _ea

and dispensed subcutaneous flu-ds and a

nocentlall obstructed pane T he G. rQ' s re %l eV o� -his matter

found t ha t, t hree d ays afte r the do `s i n-!tic s entatso ,

radiographs and medical rec o_r� s d a -�:he p r ese n ce,�_ ,_nulc�teo e � stones,

patient vomiting and demonstrated obstructive urinary traits. The

Board concludes that the respondent faded to act appropriately in

the face of these symptoms of vomiting, questionable urination and

anorexia.

The Board further concludes that Dr . Keller violated its

patient record regulation by failing to identify the treating

licensee on Kennedy ' s records, contrary to N.J .S._. 45 :1-2lh) and

N.J.A C 13:44-4.9 (a), which requires identification of the

treating licensee on patient records . The Board c oncludes that

a.
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_he: e f acts as detailed above esta ;lis
v bass fo d.i scipl t. ii!ai

• ion.

appear J that the respondent desir es _o reso l ve s111

matte
-

without admissions and witho "'.;t recourse tO furihel

proceedings; and the den , L an d n ot comes - i no

the _icdings of fact and conclusions c iaw made b' the Board; and

the Board ha-vving been sate sf _ed t h, the wwithin r o'le s ution

adequat ely _otects the pul_Ifc health, safety an.- welfare foralio 1

good cause shown;

' .6t
CC0REINGL`7, IT IS ON THIS 3i Viy

•

s

OF JULY 2 009 , ORDERED that

1. Dr. Heiler is hereby assessed civ1_' penalty

pursuant co N.J.S.A. 45:1-22)b) in the aggregate amount of

$2,500.00 consisting $2,000.00 for engaging in repeated acts

of negligence in violation of !\.J.S A 45:1-21(d); and $500.00 for

record beep ng violations contrary t Nto N .J.S.A . 4 5: 1-2 1 ( h, and

Payment for the civil penalty shall be

submitted be made contemporaneously with the signing of this order,

by certified check- or money order, made payable to the State Board

of Veterinary Medical Examiners and shall be forwarded to Leslie G.

Aronson, Executive Director, Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners,

124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Post Office Box 45020, Newark, New

Jersey 07101. SZ absequent violations will subject respondent to

enhanced penalties subject to N.J.S.A. 45:1-25.
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Tn t ie t rr cC 'v r 1 tiCn d I t may 1-pay the Zvi

penalt%, totali n g $2 , 500 . 00 equal stal men- payments of

$104.00 for a total twenty three (2_, months. The twenty-fourth

(24th) and final payment wil l total $108.00 . _T he first pa, --men-

shall hDe maid simu l taneously with submission of this roer with

.TA_ny Failure to ma _e an'y installment payment wi`� _n

ten (-0) days of the due date shall cause te entire remaining

balanoe t_- .become immediately due and navabi wit out f her

notice. F"arthe fa ure C pay one 1J a v"1ti1 1 one t_ e pe iod

allotted above

will, re the

f i l i n g c -e Dent
,

including the applicab le interest p ermitted by the New e r-sey our`

s''abseque__.t payments due on the Fifteenth of each month thereaft

until t !e total am ou nt is paid

2. Or. Heller shall take and successfully complete, and

provide the Board with proof of completion, a minimum of thirty

(30) credit hours of Board approved courses of continuing education

within six (5) months of the date of this Order. These credits

shall consist of ten (10) credit hours in Radiology and twenty (20)

credit hours in Internal Medicine. All continuing education

courses taken by the respondent to fulfill this requirement shall

be _zACH approved and have no affiliation with or be sponsored by

the Maple Shade Animal Hospital. Additionally, no continuing

Rules, and ma's result in subs equee t d i sc i plinary proceedings

the Board for failure to comply with an Order of the Board.

40



education credo o t? eteo _n cmcl-! ar_c e witd t'_7?.. ise'_ti Order

may be used to satysfy the minimum continuinn education

requi rements for any biennial r enewal per io

Failu e to comply w: h an- �y `he provisions of th s

Consent Order or remit any and ail pa,ments
1 " Order

will result in the fil_ng of a certificate of debt and mat resin

in subsequent d: sc i _ linarv proceedinas for fa ure to com _L'.m w- th

s
an Order of the Boa rd .

NEW JERSEY STATE
E E r T NARY MEL ? C

By:

Or

�rN,IIVE S

President

I have read and understand
the within Consent Order
and aeree to be bound by its
terms. Consent is hereby
given to the Board to enter
this Order.

Consent as to form and entr

-71' v

DATED:

DATED:
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